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Dear Dr. Rich: 

This is in response to your letter of January 31, 1973, 
addressed to the President, regarding the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) research training programs. The decision to 
phase out gradually Federal support for research training 
reflected in the 1974 budget was reached after careful review 
and is based upon a number of considerations. 

Under the phaseout all ongoing programs with continuing 
commitments will be funded through the balance of the current 
commitment to trainees, 
will be made. 

but no new research training grants 
The President has requested $129 m illion for 

the NIH research training programs for fiscal year 1974. This 
request represents a decrease in the program  level from  
$186 m illion in 1972, and reflects the gradual term ination 
for these programs. 

In general, the President believes that Federal assistance 
for higher and graduate education should be concentrated on 
students in financial need- Norcover, it is difficult to 
jus" ,ify singling out graduate students in the life scionees 
as recipients of special Federal subsidies, when graduate 
students in other physical sciences, engineering, public 
administration, the arts and the humanities, etc., do not 
benefit from  a targeted special Federal program . The decision 
to phase out research training support will elim inate the in- 
equity of providing special Government subsidies for the 
support of selected students in the life sciences, particularly 
in a program  that does not target funds on needy or disadvan- 
taged students. 

The phaseout of support for direct training of biomedical 
research personnel and the fact that a number of research 'ore- 
jects in this field go unfunded each year are closely relaied. 
This situation, taken with the recent increases in Federal 
support for biomedical research, suggests that there is ndw an 
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excess  o f qual i f ied scienti f ic m a n p o w e r  in  m a n y  a reas . 
even t, 

In  any  
it is expec te d  th a t no rma l  p rocesses  o f supp ly  a n d  d e m a n d  

p lus  indirect  t ra in ing u n d e r  exist ing N IH research  p rog rams  wi l l  
y ie ld  a d e q u a te  research  m a n p o w e r  n e e d s  in  var ious  b iomed ica l  
fie lds.  

B e n e f ic iar ies o f research  t ra in ing suppor t - -whether  M .D.' s  o r  
P h .D.' s - -are  genera l l y  qual i f ied fo r  j& s wi th subs ta n tia l  fu tu re  
i ncome  p o te n tial. S u c h  persons  a re  genera l l y  ab le  to  a ffo rd  th e  
cost o f l oans  a n d  o the r  genera l  financ ia l  ass is tance fo r  the i r  
e d u c a tion- -  as  a n  investm e n t in  the i r  o w n  fu tures-- to  th e  s & m e  
ex te n t to  wh ich  society expec ts o the r  s tudents to  fin a n c e  the i r  
p ro fess iona l  t ra in ing. In  add i tio n , indirect  t ra in ing o p p o r tun i -  
ties  wi l l  con tin u e  to  b e  ava i lab le  fo r  s tudents w h o  a re  pa id  from  
research  g ran ts a n d  con tracts fo r  the i r  work  o n  th e  projects.  
G e n e r a l  s tudent  ass is tance p rog rams  a re  ava i lab le  to  al l  g r a d u a te  
students th r o u g h  th e  O ffice o f E d u c a tio n . 

W h i le I apprec ia te  your  concern  fo r  th is  ind iv idua l  p r o g r a m , I 
a m  cer ta in you  rea l ize  th a t th e  d e m a n d  fo r  con tin u a tio n  a n d  
g row th  in  al l  p rog rams  in  th e  a g g r e g a te  is m o r e  th a n  ou r  lim ite d  
resources  can  suppor t. In  th e  p r o g r a m  you  descr ibe  a n d  o thers , 
prov is ion  has  b e e n  m a d e  fo r  a  g radua l  t ransi t ion away  from  Federa l  
d e p e n d e n c y  wheneve r  con tin u e d  Federa l  subs idy  is i nappropr ia te . 

I h o p e  th is  inform a tio n  is he lp fu l  in  exp la in ing  th e  bas is  fo r  
th e  dec is ion  to  p h a s e  o u t research  t ra in ing suppor t. 

A ssociate Director  fo r  E xtramura l  
Research  a n d  Tra in ing  . 


